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FOREWORD 


This annual publication, the eighth in a series, is 
prepared with the hope that the Study of the tragic incidents 


During the last 5 years, over 500 law enforcement 
officers have been Slain and nearly 100,000 more have suffered 
injuries resulting from assaults. The collective efforts and 
vigilance of the law enforcement community and the American 
public are essential if these life-threatening incidents are 
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METHODOLOGY 


While performing their duties, a number of duly 
sworn law enforcement officers having full arrest powers . 
are slain each year. Statistics regarding the felonious 
killings of these officers from Federal, state, and local 


15,000 member. Program submit preliminary data on each officer 


in a foreign land at the time of his death. Corroboration of 
the information gathered by these means ensures the validity 


Once initial reports are received by the national 
Program, more comprehensive details concerning each incident 
are sought. The UCR Program, through the FBI field offices, 
“requests the victim officer's employing agency to expound on 
the particulars surrounding the victim's death. Additionally, 
the FBI's Identification Division provides Statistically related 


COMMENTS 


While the Nation experienced a decline in the volume 
of law enforcement officers killed in the line of duty in 
recent years, these deaths were on the rise in 1979. one 
hundred and six officers, a 14-percent increase from 1978, were 
slain this year compared to 93 in both 1977 ana 1978. The 
victims represented the law enforcement community in 30 
States, Puerto Rico, and Guan. 


As in past years, the patrol officer in 1979 most 
often met a. violent death in the line of duty. Of the total 
‘officers killed while on duty, 71 were patrol officers; 68, or 
96 percent, were assigned to vehicles and the other 3 were on 
foot patrol. Thirty-two of those 68 officers assigned to 
vehicular patrol were alone in one-~officer units at the time of 


_ their deaths, The remaining on-duty WACting 294 yon se on 
detective Or special assignments when slain. Eleven Officers, 
taking appropriate police action to thwart criminal activities, 


that as in 1978 responding to robbery= and burglary-in-progress 
‘calls, pursuit of suspects of these incidents, and attemptin 


while Tesponding to disturbance calls (man-with-gun calls, 
family disturbances, bar fights, etc.), representing a 


Persons or circumstances when killed. of the remaining officers | 
Slain, 4 were handling mentally deranged persons and 3 were 
engaged in the handling, transporting or custody of prisoners, 


Assailants 
ee tANtS 


To date, 96 percent of the officers! deaths 
occurring in 1979 have been cleared by arrest. or exceptional 
means. Of the 146 offenders identified in connection with 
these incidents, 17 were justifiably killed (5 by victim 
officers) and 4 committed suicide, 


Ninety-seven percent of the offenders were male. 
Fifty-one percent were white, 47 percent were black, and the 
remaining 2 percent were of other races, Sixty percent of the 
assailants were from 18 to 30 years of age, and 5 percent were 


Sixty-three percent of the 146 offenders had prior 
criminal arrests, and of those, over 40 percent had previous 
arrests for violent crimes and 30 percent had been arrested 
for weapon violations. Approximately half of the total 
offenders had previously been convicted of a criminal offense. 


Twenty-nine victim officers were acquainted with 
their assailants prior to the fatal incidents involving their 


nay 


Once again the predominant weapons, firearms were 
employed by offenders in 94 percent of the killings in 1979. 
A further breakdown indicates 76 officers were fatally shot 
with handguns, 18 with rifles, and 6 with shotguns. Seventeen 
of these victims were Slain with their own service weapons. 


The proximity of officers killed by firearms to the 
offenders has indicated that, in the last 5 years, 69 percent 


While head wounds resulted in more deaths to officers 
in 1978, fatal wounds to the upper torso accounted for the 
largest number-- 59-~ of the deaths by firearms during 1979. 
Another 38 law enforcement officers were shot inthe head, and 
3 were struck below the waist. . 


Weapons other than firearms were utilized in 6 percent 
of the 1979 incidents. Four officers died as a result of fatal 


wounds inflicted by a knife or other cutting instrument, one 
was killed by a bomb, and one by a vehicle. 


Places 


Forty-nine of the fatalities suffered by the law 
enforcement community in 1979 occurred in the most populous 
region of the United States, the South. The Western States 
reported 23 officers Slain, while 16 of the slayings 
happened in the North Central States and 13 in the Northeastern 
States. Puerto Rico and Guam lost 3 and 2 officers, 
respectively, in these violent incidents. 


Similar to their 1978 experiences, California (10) 
and Texas (8) were the two states accounting for the greatest 
number of officers killed in 1979, 


Times 


Law enforcement officers must be ever cognizant of the 
dangers which impact daily on their jobs, for at no time are 
they necessarily safe from harm. In 1979, at least one 
officer's death was recorded for each one-hour period in a day. 
However, as in previous years, the nighttime hours seemed to be 


same hour. Although the hours from 4 a.m. to 8 a.M. appeared 
to be the Safest in 1979, 4 victims-- 1 each hour-- received 
fatal wounds within that time, 2 more than in 1978, 


Thursday, with 25 of the 106 murders, was the day of 
the week in 1979 on which the most officers were slain. The 
volume of killings was lowest for Sunday on which 9 Slayings 
occurred. From 1975 through 1979, the most deaths were also 
recorded on Thursday. 


August. By month, May was the worst with 16 deaths recorded, 
followed by June with 12. The low was in January during which 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1979 
Region, Division, State, Agency 
Type of Weapon : 
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Region 
Division 
State 


Total Type of Weapon 
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Agency Killed 
Georgia 5 
Albany 1 1 
Columbus 1 1 
Monticello 1 1 
Richmond County 1 1 
Union Point ‘1 1 
Maryland 3 aes Ll 
Baltimore 1 1 
Garrett County 1 1. 
State Police Z 1 
North Carolina 5 til 3 i 
Bertie County 1 1 
Highway Patrol 1 1 
Jacksonville 1 1 
, (Knife) 
Rutherford County 2 2 
South Carolina 4 4. 
Charleston 1. ne 3 
Highway Patrol 2 2 
Swansea 1 1 
Virginia i 1 
Richmond _ L 1 
West Virginia Ll 1 - 
State Police 1 1 
jEast..South Central ee 4 : 7 mem tes 
Alabama 5 4 A. 
Bessemer 1 1 
(Bomb) 
Birmingham 1 1 
Coffee County 4 1 
Mobile 1 1 
State Police 1 1 


Region 
Division 
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_ Type of Weapon 
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Kentucky 5. 3 1 1 

Maysville 1 1 

Pike County 1 1 

State Police 2 1 1 

Wolfe County 1 1 
Mississippi 4 4 

Bureau of 

Narcotics 1 1 

Gulfport 1 1 

Madison County 1 1 

Walnut Grove 1 1 
Tennessee l L 

Chattanooga Park 

Police 1 1 

West South Central 

Louisiana 2 2 

St. Tammany Parish 1 food 

Shreveport Ll 1 
Oklahoma 1 a 

Will Rogers World 

Airport — 1 1 
Texas 8 6 ne L 
Angelina County 1 1 
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Fort Worth 1 1 

Harris County 2 2 

Hidalgo County 1 1 

Houston 1 1 

1 1 


Jacksonville 


Region 


Division Type of Weapon 


State lores ie 
Agency 
WEST : i OUT 4 -_) 2 


ee ee — — — 


Mountain 


Arizona 
Navajo Police 1 wl 
Department of 

Public Safety 1 1 


tS 
i) 


Nevada 
Division of 
Investigation 
and Narcotics 
Las Vegas 
Reno 


[uw 
jN 
[re 


1 
(Knife) 


et a 
~ 


New Mexico 
Deming 

Lincoln County 
State Police 
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California 110 
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Los Angeles 
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Los Angeles County 
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Division 
State 
Agency 


Total. 
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Whittier 1 
FBI, El Centro 2 2 
Oregon 2 L L 
Lake County lL l 
Portland 1 ; i 
Washington 1 i 
U. S. Customs 
Service i 1 
COMMONWEALTH OF 
PUERTO RICO 3 3 tt) o 0 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
BY TYPE OF WEAPON 


1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 Total 


Handgun 

Rifle 

Shotgun 

Total Firearms 


Knife or Cutting 
Instrument 


Bombs 
Personal Weapons 
Other (clubs, etc.) 


Grand Total 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1979 
TYPE AND SIZE OF FIREARM 


Type of Weapon _ 


, | Dfficer's 
Size of Weapon own 
Handgun [Weapon Rifle }|Shotgun 
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Handgun size 


-22 Caliber 
-25 Caliber 
~32 Caliber 

9 Millimeter 
-357 Magnum 
380 Caliber 
-38 Caliber 
-41 Magnum 
-44 Magnum 
-45 Caliber — 
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Rifle Size 


-22 Caliber 
223 Caliber 
-30 Caliber 

- 30-06 Caliber 
- 30-30 Caliber 
-300 Caliber 
-35 Caliber 

8 Millimeter 
- 45-70 Caliber 
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Shotgun Size 


20 Gauge 
16 Gauge : 
12 Gauge 1 
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*Included in appropriate 
category. 


LOCATION of FATAL FIREARMS WOUNDS 
Number of Victim Officers 
1979 


Total: 100 me 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED BY FIREARMS 


LOCATION OF FATAL WOUNDS 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED, 1979 


12:01 - 1:00 
1:01 - 2:00 
2:01 - 3:00 
3:01 - 4:00 
4:01 - 5:00 
5:01 - 6:00 
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7:01 - 8:00 
8:01 - 9:00 


9:01 - 10:00 


10:01 - 11:00 


11:01 - 12:00 


12:01 - 1:00 
1:01 = 2:00 
2:01 - 3:00 
3:01 = 4:00 
4:01 - 5:00. 
5:01 - 6:00 
6:01 - 7:00 
7:01 - 8:00 
8:01 - 9:00 
9:01 - 10:00 
10:01 - 11:00 
11:01 - 12:00 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
BY DAY OF WEEK 


1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 Total 


LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 
BY MONTH 


1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 Total 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS KILLED 


Circumstances at Scene of Incident 


1978 and 1979 


Responding to disturbance 
calls (family quarrels, 
man with gun, etc.) 


Burglaries in progress or 
pursuing burglary suspects 


Robberies in progress or 
pursuing robbery suspects 


Attempting other arrests 
(excludes burglary and 
robbery arrests) 


Civil disorders (mass 
disobedience, riot, etc.) 


Handling, transporting, 
custody of prisoners 


Investigating suspicious 
persons or circumstances 


Ambush (entrapment and 
premeditation) 


Ambush (unprovoked attack) 


Mentally deranged 


Traffic pursuits and stops 


10 | 
17 
15 
19 
21 
21 
9 
11 
1978 [_] 93 KILLED — 
1979 [2 106 KILLED 
14 
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PROFILE OF VICTIM OFFICERS 


Percent under age 25 : 


Percent 25 through 30 


Percent 31 through 40 


Percent 41 and over 2 


Average years of law 
enforcement service 


Percent | year 
or less of service | 10 
Percent less than 

5 years of service 34 
Percent 5:through 10 

years of service 40 
Percent over 10 | 

years of service 

Average height 


Percent in uniform 


~- 22 - 


FBIi/DOY 


PROFILE OF OFFENDERS 


Total Known Offenders 


Total 


Percent 
of Total 


53° + 
24 

11 | 
“19 


Prior arrest for . 
crime of violence 
Convicted on criminal 
charges—granted leniency 
On parole or probation 

” at time of killing 


Arrested on prior murder charge 

Prior arrest on narcotic 

drug law violation 

Prior arrest for assaulting 

policeman or resisting arrest 
Prior arrest for weapons violation 


63 
43 
36 
16 
13 
30 
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SUMMARIES OF INCIDENTS, 1979 


The following summaries are based on information 
received from local, county, state, and Federal law enforcement 
agencies in the United States, Puerto Rico, and Guam. 


JANUARY 


Georgia ; 
An investigator with the Richmond County, Georgia, 
Sheriff's Department died as a result of chest wounds received 
while he was sitting in his patrol car. The 37-year-old 
victim had stopped a car driven by a burglary suspect. 
However, before the officer could exit his vehicle to question 
the subject, who was known to him, the 30-year-old man 
allegedly fired at him with a .30-30-caliber rifle. The 
assailant fled the scene unwounded although the victim, an 
ll-year veteran, returned fire with his .38-caliber service 
weapon. Subsequently, pursuing officers engaged in a high- 
speed chase and gun battle with the subject, who was then 
arrested and charged with murder. 


Maryland 


After responding to a silent burglary alarm at ia 
local discount store, an Assistant Chief Deputy assigned to 
canine duty with the Garrett County, Maryland, Sheriff's 
Department was shot and killed. Investigation indicates that 
upon arrival at the scene, the 3l~year-old officer apprehended 
one suspect and encountered a second. A struggle apparently 
ensued between the second suspect and the victim, during 
which the suspect was wounded and the deputy was shot seven 
times with a 9-millimeter handgun. The 30- and 32-year-old 
assailants reportedly killed the officer's dog and then 
escaped in the police cruiser. After the offenders wrecked . 
the vehicle, they allegedly entered a private residence, 
bound the occupants, and stole their personal automobile. 
Following a high-speed chase, the suspects were taken into 
custody by the West Virginia State Police and later charged | 
with first-degree murder in the officer's death. The deceased, 
who had 8 years of law enforcement experience, was pronounced 
dead at the scene from fatal wounds to the head and back. 


New Jersey 


A 9-year veteran officer with the Bergen County, 
New Jersey, Sheriff's Department was slain following a 
struggle with a prisoner he was guarding. The shooting 
occurred at a local hospital where the suspect was recuper- 
ating from wounds received in a previous gun battle witu 
police. Allegedly, the subject gained control of the victim 
officer's .38-caliber service weapon and shot the officer > 
three times, striking him in the shoulder, leg, and chest. 
The 22-year-old assailant escaped from the institution but 
was captured a short time later by responding officers. The 
32-year-old victim was pronounced dead at the scene. 


Tennessee 


When a patrolman with the Chattanooga Park Police 
Department, Chattanooga, Tennessee, failed to unlock a gate 
at the regular time, a search for him was instituted. It 
ended with the discovery of the 69-year-old officer's body 
in a bathhouse on the park grounds. The victim had been on 
foot patrol checking buildings prior to the closing of the 
park. Attracted by lights still burning in the bathhouse, | 
officers looking for the 32-year veteran of law enforcement 
found him lying inside on the floor with gunshot wounds to 
the head. His .38-caliber handgun, the apparent murder 
weapon, was missing. Evidence at. the scene and further 
investigation led to the subsequent arrest of an 18-year-old 
male, who was charged with the victim's death. 


Texas 


An incident that began with a male subject firing 
a gun into an automobile resulted in the death of a 36-year- 
old Fort Worth, Texas, Police Department officer. “Informed 
of the offender's flight into .a nearby private residence, 
the victim and a fellow officer approached and knocked on 
the front door. As the two officers waited on the front 
porch, the 42-year-old male perpetrator fired twice through 
the door with a .32-caliber handgun, striking the victim in 
the head. After the mortally wounded officer had been 
removed from the scene, backup officers fired tear gas into 
the house to force the assailant out. However, as the 
offender exited he engaged the police in a gun battle, 
injuring another officer, and was subsequently shot and 
killed. The victim officer, a 13-year veteran of law en- 
forcement, succumbed to his wounds 6 days later at a local 
hospital. 
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FEBRUARY 
Indiana 


Killed with his own service weapon, the Town 
Marshal of Shelburn, Indiana, was shot during a scuffle with 
a male subject. At the time of the incident the victim 
marshal, along with a second town marshal, was assisting a 
deputy who had stopped a vehicle occupied by two males after 
the males had reportedly made obscene gestures at the officers. 
Each of the officers arrived at the scene in separate patrol 
vehicles. After both subjects were removed from their car | 
and an operator's license obtained from the driver, the 
deputy returned to his unit to use the radio. Meanwhile the 
victim talked with the 37-year-old driver as the other town 
marshal questioned the passenger. Apparently, the victim 
decided to put the driver, who appeared intoxicated, in the 
rear of his patrol car. However, the man resisted and the 
two began wrestling during which time the offender allegedly 
‘gained control of the victim's -357-magnum service weapon 
and shot him in the head at point-blank range, killing him 
instantly. Although the subject reportedly attempted to - 
shoot the other officers trying to aid the victim, they 
subdued and arrested him without further incident. The 43- 
year-old marshal had over 2: SERS or of law enforcement ex- 
perience... 


Kentucky 


While responding to a false report that the windows 
of a country store had been broken and groceries overturned, 
a Kentucky State trooper was shot and killed in an ambush | 
attack. Apparently, the subject, using the store owner's 
name, placed the call from a pay telephone outside the 
closed store and then hid behind a fence across the road. 
Arriving to.investigate.and.finding the. store intact, the 
victim questioned the resident of a house next door. Informed 
by the occupant that she was not responsible for the store 
and did not make the call, the 29-year-old trooper surveyed 
the immediate area and returned to his car. A passing 
motorist who saw the officer walking from the house decided 
to return to the scene because he knew the proprietor of the 
grocery store. However, when he arrived, the victim, who 
had over 5 years of law enforcement experience, had been 
shot in the back with an 8-millimeter rifle and was lying 
fatally wounded beside his car. Further investigation 
resulted in the arrest of a 20-year-old male who lived in 
the vicinity. \. 


Missouri 


An off-duty Mississippi County, Missouri, Deputy 
Juvenile officer, who was also operating under the authority . 
of a commission as a deputy sheriff for the Mississippi 
County Sheriff's Department, was shot and killed in an 
exchange of gunfire with an offender wanted for the armed 
robbery of a service station. The 12-year veteran officer 
had apparently encountered the robbery suspect while he was 
off duty, and knowing that other officers were searching for 
him, had transported the male to the police station. Reportedly, 
the officer had parked his car at the station and while he 
and the suspect were still inside the car, the 29-year-old 
male produced a .38-caliber handgun. The deputy and the 
subject exchanged gunfire, and the 32-year-old victim officer 
was hit in the right side of the chest and died at the 
scene. Although wounded in the left arm and abdomen by the 
victim, the subject exited the car and ran. Subsequently, a 
deputy sheriff encountered and wounded the subject, who died 
at the local , hospital from his wounds. 


New York 


A patrolman with the Schenectady, New York, Police 
Department was shot and killed when he and his partner 
responded to a man-with-gun call at an apartment house. 
Investigation revealed that the male subject, armed with 
three weapons, had gone to the flat of a former girlfriend. 
When the officers arrived on the scene, a car matching the 
description of one driven by the subject was idling abandoned, 
partially blocking the street, and the storm and inner door 
glasses of the apartment building had been broken. Approaching ~- 
the first landing of an L-shaped stairway inside the building, . 
the victim officer was fired upon with a .30-caliber carbine 
rifle. One.of several.rounds.fired.from the top ofthe... 
stairs passed through a right-angle wall and hit the 35- 
year-old patrolman in the neck, killing him. The 23-year- 
old subject then put another of his weapons, a .357-magnum 
handgun, to his head and killed himself. The victim officer 
had 10 years of law enforcement service. 


Texas 


Investigation of a disturbance call from a resident 
reporting a gun being fired in the early morning hours led 
to the discovery of the body of a reserve deputy with the 
Hidalgo County, Texas, Constable Office. The victim, found 
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lying a few feet from his patrol car whose engine and lights 
were still operating, apparently had stopped a vehicle ona 
traffic violation. From evidence it appeared the victim 
became engaged in a struggle with an unknown subject who 
gained control of the deputy's .4l-magnum service weapon. 
The. 23-year-old victim, who had over 2 years of law enforce- 
ment experience, was shot in the chest and his service 
weapon was missing. A witness reported seeing a car leaving 
‘the vicinity at a high rate of speed, but investigation 
continues and the assailant is still at large. 


After stopping a pickup truck matching the descrip- 
tion of one reported stolen, a patrolman with the Crowley, 

' Texas, Police Department was shot and killed when allegedly 
attacked by the vehicle's two occupants. While the officer 
questioned the pair inside his patrol vehicle, the dispatcher 
radioed affirmation that the males were to be held in 
connection with warrants for kidnaping and motor vehicle 
theft. Upon hearing this report, the two, aged 37 and 21, 
reportedly jumped .the officer, one of them gaining control 
of the patrolman's .357-magnum service weapon. A single 
shot fired during the scuffle felled the 25-year-old victim, 
who had 5 years of law enforcement experience. Succumbing 
from a chest wound, he was pronounced dead on arrival ata 
local hospital. The two subjects subsequently wrecked the 
stolen truck in which they had escaped and fled on foot. Law 
enforcement officials from Bossier City, Louisiana, apprehended 
them 5 days later. 


MARCH 
Alabama 


Having parked his car across the street, the 

Sheriff of Coffee County, Alabama, was shot and killed in an 
ambush attack as he neared the entrance gate outside the _—_s_ 
county jail. The 27-year-old subject, a former prisoner of 
the jail, allegedly waited in a parked vehicle outside the 
building and then shot the sheriff with a .38-caliber 
handgun upon his arrival. After 8 years of law enforcement 
experience, the 50-year-old sheriff fatally suffered wounds 

- to the head, neck, and chest received from a distance of 5 
feet or less. The subject's car was located at the residence 
of a relative, where he was arrested. : 
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Illinois 


Two officers with the Chicago, Illinois, Police 
Department were killed in an ambush attack while making an . 
‘unrelated traffic stop. As the plainclothes officers returned 
to their unmarked vehicle, a car stopped in the oncoming 
traffic lane, and the driver exited and began firing at them 
with a .30-caliber rifle. The 36-year-old suspect allegedly 
shot the officers because he thought he recognized one of ; 
them as being responsible for a prior arrest. One officer, 
aged 33 with over 12 years of law enforcement experience, 
was immediately felled; he died later in the hospital emergency 
room from a back wound. His 3l-year-old partner, who had 
more than 9 years of law enforcement experience, although 
wounded, was able to radio for assistance and returned 
gunfire. He was subsequently shot several. more times by the 
suspect who was also armed with a .45-caliber pistol. This 
victim, whose fatal wound was to the head, was pronounced 
dead on arrival at the hospital. Two other officers on 
patrol. in the area witnessed part of the shooting and pursued 
the subject when he fled in his vehicle. After continuously: 
firing at the pursuing officers and crashing head-on into 
another squad car, the suspect was apprehended. 


Kentucky 


A 45-year-old deputy with the Wolfe County, 
Kentucky, Sheriff's Office was shot in an apparent ambush 
when pursuing a traffic violator. Reportedly, the violator 
left his vehicle and ran into the home of the suspect, who 
was an acquaintance of his. The deputy parked his vehicle 
in front of the residence and got out of his car to await... 
assistance, at which time the 35-year-old suspect allegedly 
shot the deputy several times in the face, arm, and back 
with a 20=-gauge shotgun. A subsequent search of the suspect's 
trailer produced the shotgun used to murder the deputy, and, 
the suspect was charged with the killing of the deputy who ~~~ 
expired en route to a medical facility. The victim deputy 
had 1 year of law enforcement experience. 


Mississippi 


A deputy with the Madison County, Mississippi, 
Sheriff's Office was shot and killed after stopping a 
vehicle driven by a male suspected of having stolen the 
deputy's .357-magnum handgun. Prior to the fatal incident, 
the 42-year-old deputy had parked his marked patrol car and 
entered an establishment on a call. While he was inside, 


the 34-year-old suspect allegedly approached the patrol 
vehicle; stole the deputy's gun, holster, and belt from the 
front seat; and fled in his own vehicle. When notified of 
the theft, the deputy gave chase and several miles away 
sighted and stopped the suspect's vehicle. As the deputy 
approached the driver's window of the suspect vehicle and 
requested the subject return his gun, the male reportedly 
fired the stolen weapon and hit the deputy four times. 

While the subject was driving away, a civilian, who had 
accompanied the victim deputy during the chase, fired on the 
male with a shotgun obtained from the patrol car and then 
radioed for help. The deputy, who had 5 years of law 
enforcement experience, died at the scene. Approximately 3° 
miles from the scene of the deputy's slaying, a Mississippi 
Highway Patrolman had established a roadblock in response to 
an earlier radio message from the victim officer. While 
fleeing, the subject allegedly stopped at the one-man 
roadblock and shot the patrolman. Although critically 
wounded, the officer was able to radio a description of the 
suspect and his vehicle to other law enforcement officers in 
the area and the subject was subsequently stopped and 
arrested in a nearby town. 


Nevada 


A 37-year-old Agent of the Nevada Division of 
Investigation and Narcotics was shot and killed in a joint 
undercover narcotics operation with the California Bureau of 
Criminal Identification and Investigation. Prior to the 
incident, the agent arranged to purchase drugs from a suspected 
dealer and went to a predetermined California location under 
surveillance by a backup team from the California Bureau. 
Reportedly the dealer and an accomplice showed the drugs but 
suddenly changed the scene of the "buy" to another location, 
since they apparently Had been forewarned that the purchaser 
might be a “narc." At the second location, although able to 
complete the transaction and identifying himself as a law 
enfdrcement officer, the agent was allegedly shot by the 19- 
year-old dealer with a .22-caliber derringer. The suspect 
was subsequently arrested by the backup officers. The 
victim, who had 10 years of law enforcement experience, died 
at a local hospital from a wound to the chest. 


While en route to work and in uniform, an officer 
with the Las Vegas, Nevada, Metropolitan Police Department 
was shot and killed when he stopped at a convenience store 
and interrupted a robbery in progress. Upon entering the > 
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store, the 22-year-old officer conversed with a clerk as the 
suspect allegedly approached from behind, and without 
warning, shot the officer in the head at point-blank range 
with a .32-caliber handgun. Reportedly, the suspect then 
took the officer's 9-millimeter service weapon and fled the 
store. As a result of information received, police placed 
the 30-year-old suspect's residence under surveillance; and 
he was taken into custody the following day by the Las Vegas 
SWAT team and charged with the slaying. The victim, who had 
only 1 month of law enforcement experience, was pronounced 
dead at a local hospital. 


Ohio 


On attempting to detain a 28-year-old male they 
recognized as being wanted for armed robbery, two police 
officers with the Cincinnati, Ohio, Police Department were 
shot and killed. One officer, aged 31 with 8 years of law 
enforcement experience, radioed his intention of stopping 
the suspect and requested assistance from another officer 
within the vicinity. The second. officer, 27 years old with 
9 years of service, arrived at the scene and both approached 
the suspect's vehicle, which was occupied by the suspect and 
his common-law wife. When asked for identification, the 
subject, who was the driver, exited his vehicle and shot one 
officer in the chest, then turned and shot the other in the 
head. As the subject attempted to drive off, one of the 
wounded officers rallied and fired several shots, three of 
- which hit the escapee in the neck. The subject was killed 
instantly and his car crashed into a pole in front of a 
hospital. The officers were taken to this hospital where 
both died within the hour from wounds. inflicted with a .38- 
caliber handgun. 


South Carolina 


In an attempt to apprehend three shoplifters, an 
officer assigned to foot patrol with the Charleston, 
South Carolina, Police Department was slain. After pursuing 
the subjects from the department store where the alleged 
shoplifting occurred to a nearby parking lot, the officer 
became involved in a scuffle. Reportedly, during the altercation, 
one of the suspects, a 20-year-old male, gained control of 
the victim's .38-caliber handgun, firing twice. The first 
shot to the victim's leg felled him, while the second entered 
the back of his head, causing the fatal wound. After the 


shooting, the three fled the scene taking the victim's gun. 
The male suspected to have killed the officer was later 
apprehended by officers of the Charleston County Police 
Department. The 52-year-old victim officer, who had over 12 
years of law enforcement experience, was pronounced dead in 
the emergency room of a local hospital. The other two 
suspects, aged 17 and 16, were subsequently arrested by the 
city police department. 


APRIL 
Alaska 


Two patrolmen with the Juneau, Alaska, Police 
Department were shot and killed after responding to a man- 
with-gun call. Just having backed his car out of the driveway, 
a man was returning to work when the suspect approached on 
foot and fired upon him. The car's driver managed to leave 
the area and notified police. Meanwhile, the 50-year-old 
suspect had run from the street and barricaded himself in 

his residence. When approaching the vicinity of the reported 
shooting, a marked patrol vehicle became the target of rifle 
shots coming from the house. The 32-year-old patrolman 
driving, who had just.1 year of service, was fatally shot in 
the head and slumped behind the wheel. His 51-year-old 
partner, with over 9 years of law enforcement experience, 

was also fatally wounded, but was able to exit the patrol 
car. He tried to communicate with other officers at the 
scene by using his portable radio, but he collapsed and died 
from a wound to the head. A second two-officer unmarked 

unit also sustained rapid fire from the suspect and another 
officer was wounded, but the police were unable to return 
fire. Finally, tear gas was used, and in a short time the 
suspect stopped firing. A team of officers entered the 
residence and found the suspect had taken his own life with 

a .44-caliber handgun. Upon investigation it was determined 
the .30-30-caliber and .30-06=caliber rifles recovered. along... 
with other weapons had been fired, indicating the suspect 

had used these when shooting at the officers. The suspect 
had a history of mental health problems. 


California 


While responding to an assault with a deadly 
weapon complaint, a 25-year-old patrolman with the San 
Diego, California, Police Department was wounded and later 
died. The 24-year-old suspect had assaulted his sister and 
brother-in-law with a kitchen knife and had run from their 
apartment complex to the street. When the patrolman arrived 
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at the scene he confronted the male and requested identification. 
A struggle ensued during which the suspect seized the 
patrolman's .38-caliber service handgun and shot the victim 
twice. Although the victim was wearing a protective vest 

which stopped the first close-range shot, the second shot, 

also fired at close range into the victim's neck, paralyzed 

him. The suspect then turned the same gun on himself and 
committed suicide. The autopsy determined the suspect was 

under the influence of drugs and alcohol at the time of the 
shooting. The patrolman, having just 5 months of law enforcement 
experience, was taken to the hospital in critical condition 

and died 3 weeks later. 


A deputy with the Los Angeles County, California, 
Sheriff's Department was shot after stopping to investigate 
a suspicious situation. The victim and his partner exited 
their patrol vehicle and started to approach five males 
congregating on the sidewalk. The deputies recognized a 
couple of the individuals as persons previously arrested for 
narcotics violations. During this time, containers with 
what appeared to be narcotics were allegedly thrown into the. 
street and the suspects began to run. Reportedly, one of 
the suspects went into a nearby apartment and secured a .22- 
caliber rifle with which the victim deputy was shot in the 
upper right back. The wound proved fatal to the 31-year- 
old, 10-year veteran deputy in spite of the fact that he was 
wearing a protective vest at the time of the incident. A 
24-year-old male suspect was taken into custody. 


Florida 


A deputy with the Lee County, Florida, Sheriff's 
Department was fatally shot while investigating a county 
ordinance violation. The lone deputy exited his patrol unit 
to obtain identification from the occupant of a vehicle 
parked in a county public beach access area after closing. 
When the subject alighted from the car, which was later 
found to be stolen, he began running and was pursued by the 
deputy. A struggle ensued during which the 15~year-old male 
allegedly seized the deputy's .357-magnum handgun and shot 
the victim in the back. Reportedly taking the weapon with 
him, the suspect fled from the scene on foot. Some hours 
later, witnesses and responding officers observed the suspect 
walking in the beach area in the vicinity of the incident 
and was apprehended and charged. The 31-year-old deputy — 
with 7 years of law enforcement experience was pronounced 
dead upon arrival at a local hospital. 


Georgia 


After responding to an armed robbery in progress 
at a local convenience store, a 32-year-old patrolman with 
the Columbus, Georgia, Police Department was slain. Upon 
entering the mart, the officer approached the two suspects, 
15 and 16 years of age, who responded to his inquiries by 
apparently stating they were store employees. He was unaware . 
that an employee and two customers were in the store's 
cooler. In the midst of the conversation, one of the suspects 
allegedly shot the 6-year veteran patrolman in the head with 
a previously stolen .38-caliber handgun. The suspects then 
fled on foot as backup teams arrived at the scene. The 
victim was transported to a local hospital where he suc— 
cumbed to his wounds during surgery. Witnesses identified 
the suspects who were apprehended a few hours Later and 
charged with the patrolman's murder. 


Illinois 


Following a traffic stop involving several vehicles, 
a gun battle erupted which left an Illinois State trooper, a 
civilian observer who was accompanying the trooper, a patrolman 
with the Paxton, Illinois, Police Department, and one suspect 
and his brother dead. A second Paxton officer and another 
suspect were wounded. The state trooper, aged 32 with 9 
years of law enforcement service, had stopped four vehicles 
for speeding when the incident, which involved four brothers 
occupying two of the detained vehicles, occurred. The 
trooper was fatally wounded in the chest with a .38-caliber 
handgun allegedly wielded by one of the brothers, aged 43. 
This suspect was wounded and taken into custody. . The patrolman, 
a 32-year-old with 4 years of service who was on the scene 
to assist the trooper, was killed with a -223-caliber semi- 
automatic rifle by another of the. brothers, aged 32. This 
assailant was killed by a second responding Paxton officer 
who also was wounded during the exchange of gunfire. The- 
fourth brother apparently did not take part in the melee. 


MAY 


Alabama 


A 48-year-old lieutenant with the Bessemer, 
Alabama, Police Department was killed when opening a package 
in the police commissioner's office. The victim officer, 
with over 24 years of law enforcement experience, offered 


his assistance in removing the tape from the package which 

had arrived in the morning's mail. While being opened, the 
package exploded and the lieutenant was killed.instantly. 

The commissioner, for whom the package was intended, lost 

his left hand and part of his right hand and suffered extensive 
chest and abdominal injuries. The Bessemer executive secretary, 
also present at the time of the explosion, suffered facial 
lacerations and wounds over most of his body. 


Arizona 


While attempting to assist other officers who were 
investigating suspicious persons, a patrolman with the 
Navajo Tribal Police Department, Leupp, Arizona, was slain. 
The victim patrolman had responded as a backup for two 
fellow officers who had stopped in the vicinity of the 
police rifle range to question three males and two females 
in a parked vehicle at approximately 11:00 p.m. The females 
stated they were fearful of one of the males and alleged 
they had been abused. As the conversation continued, one 
male, an 18 year old, reportedly began struggling with one 
of the officers and was able to flee the scene. The victim, 
who had recently arrived, followed the suspect, telling 
another officer to return to the police unit and to head off 
the subject with the vehicle. A short time later, a third 
unit in the area apprehended the subject with the victim 
officer's .357-magnum service handgun in his possession. A 
search ensued and the 31-year-old officer was located a few 
minutes later reportedly shot in the chest with his own 
weapon. The victim officer with 6 years of law enforcement 
service was transported: to a local hospital where he was 
pronounced. dead. 


California 


While serving a narcotics search warrant, a 9- -year 
veteran of the Los Angeles County, California, Sheriff's 
Department was fatally shot. Law enforcement agencies from 
three jurisdictions went to a residence in La Puente, knocked 
at the door, identified themselves, and advised they were 
there to serve the warrant. When no one responded but the 
officers heard sounds from within the dwelling, they forced 
the door open. As the first officer entered the house, he 
reportedly saw one subject with a shotgun pointed at the 
door and jumped from the line of fire. However,, when the 
victim deputy REST SOy he was shot in the chest with a 20- 
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‘gauge shotgun. In response, the first officer fired at the 
subject, hitting him in the arm and back as he ran to the 
rear of the House. The 31-year-old suspect was disarmed and 
arrested. A search of the location was then launched for 
additional subjects and a second was found locked in the 
bathroom, allegedly attempting to destroy evidence. The 
door was forced open and the 28-year-old male was. subdued 
and also arrested. The 35-year-old deputy sheriff was 
transported to a local hospital where he was pronounced dead 
on arrival. 


Upon investigating shots being fired in a marsh, 
a warden of the California Department of Fish and Game was 
shot. Allegedly, when the warden confronted a male subject 
who was firing the weapons, a struggle for the guns ensued 
during which the warden was shot through the leg, severing 
the femoral artery. The 3l-year-old warden was able to 
reach his vehicle to call for assistance, and minutes later, 
was found by two Contra Costa County deputies. After remaining 
unconscious and in critical condition for 2 days, the 5-year 
veteran warden died. Two weapons were found in the vicinity 
of the fatal incident; and one, a .22-caliber handgun used 
to shoot the warden, led to the arrest of an 18-year-old 
suspect. 


. Plorida 


One of several officers responding to a domestic 
disturbance call, a 25-year-old officer with the Dade County, 
Florida, Public Safety Department was shot.and killed. 

Prior to the arrival of police, the subject. shot and seriously 
wounded his wife and another female in his attempt to stop 
their car. The female driver and another unharmed passenger 
managed to flee from the car, but the suspect entered the 
vehicle and held his estranged wife at gunpoint. Arriving 
patrol units blocked off-any movement of. the auto, and 
officers approached the couple in an attempt to disarm and 
apprehend the male. During the ensuing struggle, gunfire 
erupted during which one officer was shot and critically 
wounded in the head, a second officer was shot in the chest, 
‘and the victim officer, who subsequently shot the 21-year- 
old offender twice in the back, was himself fatally wounded 
in the abdomen with a .38-caliber handgun. The victim had 4 
years of law enforcement experience. The subject exited the 
car but collapsed:on the ground outside the vehicle where he 
died. 
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Georgia © 


A Union. Point, Georgia, patrolman, with 18 months 
of law enforcement service, was slain at the police department 
after processing a male arrestee charged with a traffic 
‘violation. The 28-year-old subject had been stopped, charged 
with speeding and driving under the influence, and transported 
to the police station prior to the fatal incident. After an 
intoximeter test had been administered to the subject, the 
victim officer went to open a cell while his partner escorted 
the subject to the cell. A fight ensued between the suspect 
and the partner with the male allegedly gaining control of 
the partner's .357-magnum service weapon and shooting him in 
the abdomen. Reportedly, when the victim officer heard the 
shot and ran back to the area, he was shot in the neck. The 
‘subject fled the station in a police vehicle but was apprehended 
the following day. The partner recovered from his wounds, 
but the 27-year-old victim officer died shortly after the 
incident. . 


Kansas 


A 47-year-old deputy with the Marion County, 
Kansas, Sheriff's Department died as a result of wounds 
received while responding to a domestic disturbance call. 
When arriving at the scene of the reported disturbance, the 
deputy was approached by a female who stated that her estranged 
husband was in her home and had shot and wounded her male 
friend. While the deputy walked up the driveway, the woman 
ran to the garage. Once she reached the garage, the 45- 
year-old male allegedly shot her with a .22-caliber rifle. 
Reportedly, upon hearing the shots, the deputy called to the 
subject with whom he was familiar and was also shot. The 
suspect's wife and the deputy both succumbed as the result 
of numerous gunshot wounds. The wife's friend, although 
_seriously injured, recovered. The subject.subsequently .. ...__.. 
surrendered and was charged with first-degree murder. . 


Kentucky > 


While attempting to serve an arrest warrant, a 62- 
year~old deputy with the Pike County, Kentucky, Sheriff's 
Department was shot and killed with a .32-caliber handgun. 
Reportedly, the victim and two other deputies had gone to 
the mobile home of the person named on the warrant and 
called to the 58-year-old male, who they observed inside, 
advising him they had a warrant for his arrest. When the 
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man failed to come out of the trailer, the victim and another 
deputy went to the rear door of the dwelling and called to 
him again. Without warning, shots were fired through the 
glass portion of the trailer's back door, striking the 30- 
year veteran deputy three times in the neck and head. The 
suspect subsequently surrendered to the other officers at- 
the scene and was charged with capital murder. 


Missouri 


Upon leaving a district police station to investigate 
a false transmission made on a police car radio, a 4l-year- 
old sergeant with the St. Louis, Missouri, Metropolitan 
Police Department was shot and killed. While the victim and 
other officers were inside the police station, a voice was 
heard over the police radio reporting a car going at a high 
rate of speed and also imitating the sound of a speeding 
car. When the victim and another sergeant went outside the 
station to check a police vehicle parked nearby, the subject, 
having obtained a 12-gauge shotgun from the police vehicle, 
shot the victim sergeant. A shooting spree subsequently 
ensued during which another police officer was shot in the 
leg and an innocent bystander was also wounded as she sat in 
her car. The subject then fled the scene and was pursued by 
officers on foot and in police cars. After being ordered 
several times to stop and having failed to do so, the officers 
shot and killed the. 36-year-old subject. The sergeant, 
having over 11 years of law enforcement experience, died 
shortly after the incident at a local hospital. The subject 
had had a prior history of mental. disorder. 


North Carolina 


A captain and a sergeant with the Rutherford 
County, North Carolina, Sheriff's Department were slain upon 
responding to a family disturbance call; and a trooper with 
the North Carolina Highway Patrol was killed while attempting 
to apprehend their assailant. Arriving alone at the residence 
which was the scene of the reported disturbance, the 48- 
year-old captain spoke with the occupant of the dwelling who . 
apparently threatened him. He returned to his patrol vehicle 
where he was shot in the head with a .30-06-caliber rifle. 
The sergeant, who had been en route to the same location as 
a backup unit, was unaware the captain had been fatally 
shot. As he exited his vehicle, the 58-year-old sergeant 
was shot through the chest with the same weapon. He had 
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over 4 years of law enforcement experience, and the captain 
was a 12-year veteran. Using one of the patrol car radios, 
a citizen reported the shootings and the subsequent flight 
of the subject in his family's auto. After hearing a broadcast 
concerning the incident, the victim trooper observed a 
vehicle thought to be driven by the 50-year-old suspect. 
However, in his pursuit, he temporarily lost visual contact 
with the car. Allegedly, the subject had quickly exited his 
auto and ambushed the 37-year-old trooper by firing at him 
as he rounded a sharp curve in the road. The trooper, who 
had over 10 years of law enforcement experience, succumbed 
to a head wound inflicted with the rifle. The assailant 
then fled into a nearby wooded area. He surrendered to 
officers at the dawn of the next day after attack dogs were 
released in his vicinity. Upon his arrest, the male was — 
tried and convicted of two counts of first-degree murder and 
one count of second-degree murder. 


While assisting a fellow officer in attempting to 
apprehend a man with a knife, a patrol officer with the 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, Police Department was stabbed 
to death. Reportedly, the 54-year-old subject was wielding 
a knife on the premises of a rehabilitation facility, whose 


assistant director notified police. On responding to a 


radioed request from another officer at the facility for 
help, the 24-year-old victim officer approached the subject 
and was knifed in the neck and thigh. The subject fled the 
scene, leaving the officer mortally wounded. While other 
officers and private citizens attempted to stop the subject, 
he allegedly tried to attack another officer and was eventu- 
ally shot and apprehended. The subject, who was reported to 
have been a prior mental patient, was taken to a local 
hospital for treatment of a gunshot wound. The officer, 
with 3 years of law enforcement service, was pronounced dead 
on arrival at the hospital. 


Ohio 


Attempting to halt a suspect matching the description 
of a male wanted on charges of felonious assault and carry- 
ing a concealed weapon, a police officer with the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, Police Department was shot and killed. The officer, 


alone in a marked patrol car, observed the subject walking 


near an alley. and broadcasted by radio his intentions of 
stopping the male. While other officers were en route to 
assist him, the 3l-year-old victim apparently exited the 
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vehicle and confronted the subject, who allegedly fired 
several shots with a .25-caliber handgun. The victim, who 
had 8 years of law enforcement experience, died from internal 
hemorrhaging due to multiple wounds to the chest, side, and 
back. He was found lying next to his police car. Responding 
officers pursued and subsequently arrested the 28-year-old 
suspect, who was charged with aggravated murder. 


Texas 


A reserve deputy who was the captain of the Angelina 
County, Texas, Sheriff's Reserve was found stabbed to death | 
next to his radio-equipped personal vehicle. He had ap- 
parently stopped an intoxicated male and was preparing to 
call for a patrol car to pick.up the subject. Before he 
could place the call, however, his assailant, later identified 
as an illegal alien about 21 years of age, allegedly drew a> 
5-inch dagger. The 32-year-old victim was stabbed 19 times, | 
the fatal wound being a deep puncture in his right /chest 
which penetrated the lung and caused éxtensive hemorrhaging. 
He had over 3 years of law enforcement experience. The 
subject escaped and is still at large. 


Washington: 


While questioning a couple at the Lynden, Washington, 
Port of Entry border crossing, a 34-year-old United States 
Customs Service Inspector was fatally shot. The subject, | 
later identified as an escapee and convicted murderer, and 
his 26-year-old female companion, were in the border station. 
showing identification. Fearing they would be detained, the 
24-year-old male stibjéct ‘allegedly drew a .45-caliber semiauto- 
matic handgun and without warning shot the inspector in the _ 
chest and back. After reportedly attempting to shoot a 
United States Immigration officer outside the station, the. 
couple fled in their own vehicle. The subjects' abandoned 
car was subsequently discovered, and an all night search of 
the area ensued. Both subjects were appreliended the following 
day by the Whatcom County, Washington, Sheriff's Office. 
The 9-year veteran inspector died instantly. 
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, Georgia 


After responding to a man-with-gun call, a 28- 
year-old Albany, Georgia, Police Department patrolman was 
shot with a .22-caliber handgun. Upon arrival at the scene, 
the patrolman and his partner were met by the female complainant 
who identified a 32-year-old male and alleged he had threatened 
her with a handgun. As officers approached the male, he 
reportedly fled on foot and was pursued. During the chase, 
an exchange of gunfire took place in which both the victim 
patrolman and the suspect were wounded. The patrolman, who 
had 2 years of law enforcement service, died 2 days later at 
a local hospital. The suspect recovered from his wounds and 
was charged with the officer's murder. 


Maryland 


Upon responding to a telephonic complaint that a 
citizen was threatened by his neighbor, a 9-year veteran 
trooper ‘with the Maryland State Police was slain. The 32- 
year-old victim officer went to the residence of the complainant 
and was told that the man next door had threatened to shoot 
him during a dispute regarding the boundary lines between 
the two residences. The trooper then went to the suspect's 
dwelling, conversed with him, and upon request, was given a 
12-gauge shotgun by the 68-year-old man. As the officer 

“walked away from.the residence, the suspect allegedly obtained 
a .38-caliber handgun and fired six shots at the officer, 
two of which struck him. After the trooper had fallen to 
the ground, the suspect reportedly shot him once more with a 
-30-06-caliber rifle. When the neighbor who had lodged the 
original complaint observed the incident, he obtained a 
handgun from his residence in an attempt to assist the 
trooper; however, he too was allegedly shot and killed by 
the suspect. Responding officers apprehended the suspect, a 
former mental patient, at the scene. 


Mississippi 


In the early morning hours, a 35-year-old patrolman 
with the Gulfport, Mississippi, Police Department radioed 
for emergency assistance and was found wounded in the front 
seat of his patrol vehicle. The patrolman, with 5 years of 
law enforcement experience, had apparently encountered a 22- 


year-old parolee who allegedly shot the victim in the thigh 
and chest with a .22-caliber handgun. Upon arrival at the 
local hospital, the patrolman was pronounced dead. The male 
suspect was subsequently, taken into custody and charged with 
murder. 


While responding to a burglary-in-progress call 
from a local residence, the 52-year-old Walnut Grove, 
Mississippi, Town Marshal was shot and killed. When arriving 
at the residence, the marshal, who had less than 1 year's 
law enforcement service, observed a male running from the 
house and followed him. As the suspect approached his 
vehicle, the marshal ordered him to stop, whereupon the 18- 
year-old subject allegedly produced a .25-caliber handgun 
and shot the victim three times in the chest. When the 
marshal failed to fall, the subject reportedly struck him on 
the head with the weapon, knocking him to the ground, and 
then took the victim's .357-magnum service weapon and shot 
him twice in the back of the head. The subject was arrested 
the following day and charged with murder. 


Nevada 


A 32-year-old patrolman assigned as an undercover 
detective with the Reno, Nevada, Police Department was 
stabbed to death during a narcotics operation. The officer, 
supplied with marked money, made arrangements to buy drugs. 
As surveillance units monitored their activity, the unarmed 
officer picked up subject shortly after midnight and the two 
drove to another location where the substance was supposedly 
hidden. However, due to equipment difficulty, surveillance 
officers were unable to monitor any conversation from this 
‘point. Reportedly the exchange was taking place when the 
20-year-old male subject, along with one 16-year-old and two 
18-year-old males who had been hiding at the scene, allegedly 
attacked the officer. In the ensuing struggle with his 
assailants, the victim, who had 7 years of law enforcement 
experience, was stabbed in the chest, abdomen, and back. 

Two of the subjects allegedly took the money from the officer 
whose body was transported to another site and buried. All 
four were subsequently arrested and charged with murder, 
kidnapping, and robbery. Two other 20-year-old males were 
also arrested as accessories since they allegedly helped 

some of the subjects escape. Three knives, the apparent 
murder weapons, were recovered in connection with this case. 
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New Jersey 


A 23-year veteran Moorestown Township, New Jersey, 
Police Department patrol sergeant died as a result of wounds 
‘incurred during an attempt to apprehend robbery suspects in 
April, 1979. Prior to the time of the shooting, the suspects 
were reportedly involved in a high-speed chase with police 
during which they wrecked and abandoned their vehicle. 
While in his patrol unit in search of the four males. suspected 
of a liquor store robbery, the victim encountered one of the 
suspects who allegedly called out to the officer that an 
associate had been injured. As the 48-year-old sergeant 
exited his vehicle, he was shot in the shoulder and abdomen 
with a .38-caliber handgun. Although wounded, the sergeant 
was able to return gunfire, preventing the suspect's escape. 
in the patrol car. The four male suspects, ages 26, 24, 19, 
and 18, have been arrested and charged in connection with 
the sergeant's shooting. 


New York 
; An officer of the New York City Housing Authority 
Police Department was slain after responding to a burglary~- 
in-progess call. When arriving at the scene, the officer 
and his partner found the lock cylinder of the front door 
forced and the apartment ransacked. Hearing a noise from 
within, they proceeded to search the apartment. Outside the 
rear bedroom, the victim officer drew his service weapon, 
assumed a combat position, and called to the subject. At 
that time the 25-year-old subject allegedly fired a .38- 
caliber handgun at the officer, striking him in the head and 
chest. The victim's partner returned fire and the subject 
was subsequently taken into’custody. The 32-year-old officer, 
with 9 years of law enforcement expérience, was transported 
to the hospital where he died about 2 hours later. — 


Ohio 


A 29-year-old patrolman with the Cleveland, Ohio, 
Police Department was slain in an attempt to arrest a suspect 
wanted for armed robbery. Upon arriving at the suspect's 
residence, the victim patrolman and his partner proceeded up 
the driveway toward the male who was working on his car. 
When the patrolmen informed the suspect he was under arrest, 
the suspect produced a .38-caliber handgun and opened fire 
on them. During the ensuing gun battle, the victim patrolman, 
with 6 years of law enforcement service, was fatally wounded 
in the back, his partner was injured, and the 20-year-old 
suspect was shot and killed. : 
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Pennsylvania 


While assisting in a narcotics-related arrest, a 
35-year-old trooper on special assignment with the Pennsylvania 
‘State Police was shot and killed at New Castle, Pennsylvania. 
Having arrived at a private residence, several law enforcement 
officers from the Pennsylvania State Police and the Youngstown, 
Ohio, Police Department were advised that two subjects with 
a vehicle were positioned at the rear of the house. As some 
officers covered the dwelling, the victim and others progressed 
to the rear of the property. One subject, standing beside 
the open passenger door of the vehicle, was in view as the 
approaching officers, in plainclothes, identified themselves. 
The male allegedly turned toward the officers and fired 
twice with a .357-magnum handgun, striking the trooper who 
fell to the ground as the remaining officers took cover. 

The subjects managed to flee the scene amid the officers’ 
return fire. One suspect, a 28-year-old male, later sur- 
rendered, and a second subject, 30 years old, was taken into 
custody at his residence which was under surveillance. The 
victim, with 8 years of law enforcement experience, was 
transported to the hospital where he died of fatal wounds to 
the abdomen.and back. 


South Carolina 


. Using the police car radio, a passing motorist 
reported his discovery of the body of the Assistant Chief of 
Police, Swansea, South Carolina. The 49-year-old officer, 
who was alone in his patrol car, had apparently stopped a 
vehicle concerning a traffic violation. The police car's 
radar equipment was found activated and the license number 
of the subject vehicle was written on a note pad. Although 
it was at first believed the victim, who was found lying in 
a roadside ditch, had been struck by a hit-and-run driver, 
examination of the body revealed he had been shot twice in 
the head with his own .38-caliber service weapon. Subsequent 
investigation resulted in the arrest of four subjects, three 
males aged 21, 22, and 24, and a female aged 31. The victim 
officer had 4 years of law enforcement service. 


Following a high-speed chase of a motorcycle, a 
27-year-old patrolman with the South Carolina Highway 
Patrol was shot with a .357-magnum handgun. Prior to the 
shooting, the victim patrolman, having over 4 years of law 
enforcement service, radioed to other units that he was in 
pursuit of a speeding motorcycle, and later, that the operator 
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of the vehicle had wrecked in front of him. Within a minute, 
the victim transmitted that he had been shot. Responding: 
officers found the patrolman in his vehicle suffering from 
wounds to the abdomen, hip, and chest. He was transported 
to a local hospital where he died the next day. The 24- 
year-old male owner of the motorcycle was subsequently 
apprehended, convicted, and given the death penalty in 
connection with the patrolman's murder. 


Texas 


A 43-year-old patrolman with the Jacksonville, 
Texas, Police Department was slain after responding to a 
man-with-gun call. When the officer and his partner arrived 
in the vicinity of the reported shooting, they were advised 
that the subject, whom citizens had disarmed of a shotgun, 
had fled on foot. Shortly thereafter, the victim and his 
partner, as well as a third officer, encountered the subject 
who had returned with another shotgun. Two officers took 
cover behind a parked vehicle and could not see the 2l-year- 
Old male, while the third had him in sight until a building 
obstructed his view. Suddenly, there was a single shotgun 
blast followed by return fire from the third officer. The 
victim, attempting to locate the subject, stood up and was 
shot in the face with the 12-gauge weapon. The officer, 
with 13 years of law enforcement experience, was transported 
to the hospital..and died about an hour later. The subject 
surrendered to authorities at the police station a few hours 
after ‘the incident. 


JULY 
’ Florida 


A 31-year-old patrolman with the Palm Beach Gardens, 
Florida, Police Department was killed while trying to stop the 
driver of a vehicle for a traffic violation. ~The officer, ~~" 
who was on his way to work and dressed in his police uniform, 
attempted to stop a 46-year-old male by moving his personally 
owned motorcycle to the driver's side of the male's automobile 
and motioning for the subject to pull his car to the side of 
the road. At this time the subject, who was intoxicated, 
intentionally swerved his car toward the officer's vehicle 
which did not have a police radio for him to call for assistance. 
The subject's automobile, while traveling at a high rate of 
speed, hit and knocked the victim officer's motorcycle down 
an embankment inflicting fatal injuries to the officer. The 
subject was later arrested and convicted of vehicular 
manslaughter. 


~ 46 - 


- Louisiana 


In the early morning hours, a 23-year-old sergeant 
with the Saint Tammany Parish, Louisiana, Sheriff's Office, © 
working on an undercover narcotics investigation, was shot | 
and killed. The sergeant and a middle-man had been told to 
go to a residence to receive the drugs they. had previously 
purchased. When the officer and his companion arrived. at 
the house, two male subjects got in the rear seat of the 
vehicle. Until this time the sergeant's car had been under 
surveillance and his conversation monitored; however, as the 
vehicle traveled from the residence to a new location, 
contact was lost. At a New Orleans' housing project, the 
officer pulled the car over so the subjects could obtain the. 
drugs. Exiting the vehicle, one subject, without warning, 
allegedly shot the victim in the head and his companion in 
the shoulder with a. .38-caliber handgun. Two suspects, aged 
27 and 25, were later taken into custody and charged with 
murder and possession of narcotics. The sergeant, with 3 
years of law enforcement service, was pronounced dead at the 
scene. 


A patrolman with the Shreveport, Louisiana, Police 
Department was slain when he was attacked by a subject he 

had stopped for questioning 11 months earlier. The off-duty 
officer, in civilian clothes, and three companions had just 
arrived at a local lounge. Witnesses reported the subject, 
upon seeing the party enter, singled out the 33-year-old 
officer as the man he wanted and approached him. In the 
parking lot, as the patrolman attempted to leave with his 
friends, the 29-year-old male and his accomplices, all 

alleged members of a motorcycle gang, attacked the victim, 
beating him severely before his friends could help him into 
the car. As the 6-year veteran was ‘seated in the passenger 
side of the vehicle, the subject approached the window, 
produced a .38-caliber handgun, and fired point-blank through 
the glass~—into the -patrolman's head..-The subject.was charged... 
and convicted of second-degree murder. Charges against the 
subject's accomplices were subsequently dropped. 


New Mexico 


A 25-year-old patrolman with the Deming, New 
Mexico, Police Department was shot and killed when stopping 
a traffic violator. After a high-speed pursuit of the 
violator, believed to be intoxicated, the victim patrolman, 
known to the suspect, stopped his patrol unit behind the 
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suspect's pickup truck at the parking lot of a motel. As 

the patrolman approached the truck, the subject allegedly | 
pointed a .45-70-caliber rifle at the patrolman, who responded 
by drawing his service weapon. In the ensuing exchange of 
gunfire, the victim, although wearing a protective vest, was 
fatally wounded in the chest. A 24-year-old suspect was 
subsequently taken into custody. The patrolman, having more 
than 1 year of law enforcement service, was pronounced dead - 
on arrival at the hospital. 


Ohio 


Following a traffic stop, a 24-year-old deputy 
with the Lorain County, Ohio, Sheriff's Department, who had 
less than 1 year's experience, was shot and killed. Investi- 
gation indicates that the deputy stopped a vehicle. being 
driven recklessly, and when the driver could not produce a 
valid driver's license, followed the driver to his residence. 
Both the victim and the driver apparently entered the residence 
where the deputy obtained the residence's telephone number, 
returned to his patrol car, radioed the police station, and 
advised of his location. As the deputy entered the house 
the second time, he was shot in the chest with a .22-caliber 
rifle. A 15-year-old male suspect was arrested at the scene 
and charged with the deputy's murder. 


South Carolina 


Advised that a motorcycle without taillights was 
coming in his direction, a sergeant on night duty with the 
South Carolina Highway Patrol was killed during a traffic 
stop of the vehicle. Interviewing the suspect in his unmarked 
patrol unit, the 49-year-old officer started to issue a 
citation to the male who then apparently tried to exit the 
car. The victim, in trying to restrain him, became involved 
in a struggle with the suspect during which they both fell 
out of the car on- the -passenger side and rolled into the ~~ 
ditch. It is believed the 24-year-old subject landed on top 
of the officer and was able to gain control of the victim's 
-38-caliber service weapon. He allegedly shot the sergeant 
six times, causing multiple wounds including the fatal one 
to the chest area. A Florence County Sheriff's Department 
deputy and his civilian passenger came upon the officer's 
car, and not seeing any people, stopped. Exiting his patrol 
car, the deputy heard gunshots and saw movement near the 
victim's car, from which the subject was allegedly trying to 
obtain a shotgun. He arrested the male as other officers 
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the civilian had summoned by radio arrived. The 20-year 
veteran, found lying in the ditch, was pronounced dead at 

the scene. Investigation revealed the suspect, who reportedly 
had a prior history of mental trouble, had been stopped 5 


days earlier for the same traffic violation. 


Texas 


During an armed robbery of a jewelry store, an 11- 
year veteran deputy with the Harris County, Texas, Sheriff's 
Department was slain. The 48-year-old victim deputy had 
stopped at the store, whose owner was an acquaintance, to 
place a telephone call and was present when one female and 
two males entered the establishment. Upon learning from the 
store's owner that the three were acting suspiciously, the 
victim removed his jacket to expose his badge and service 
weapon, apparently attempting to avert any incident. Reportedly, 
when the deputy turned his back on the three, he was shot 
with a .357-magnum handgun. The three suspects allegedly 
then robbed the store and fled. One female suspect, aged 
35, was subsequently arrested in Houston; one male suspect, 
aged 28, was arrested in New Orleans, Louisiana; and the 
remaining male subject, aged 24, was shot and killed in a 
gun battle with New Orleans police. 


An off-duty reserve deputy sheriff with the Harris 

County, Texas, Sheriff's Department was shot and killed 

while working in uniform as a security officer at a local 
restaurant. Apparently, while the officer was conversing 

with two male customers, a .357-magnum handgun was produced 

and the 42-year-old deputy was shot four times, suffering 

fatal wounds to the head and chest even though he was . 
wearing a protective vest. After shooting the officer, who 

had 4 years of law enforcement service, one of the male © 
subjects, aged 22, shot and wounded the chef and then proceeded 
to the vicinity of the manager's office. The manager came ~ 
out of his office with a gun and exchanged fire with the 

same subject, during which the subject was shot and killed 

and the manager was wounded. The second male subject fled 
the restaurant, reportedly taking with him the officer's and 
dead subject's weapons. A 30-year-old male, alleged to be 

the second subject, was later arrested at a local hospital . 
while being treated for a gunshot wound to the leg. 


AUGUST 
Alabama 


A 30-year~old officer with the Mobile, Alabama, 
Police Department was shot and killed after stopping a 
vehicle occupied by a male subject for whom a local warrant 
was outstanding. When the subject exited his vehicle, he 
apparently began to struggle with the officer and allegedly 
took possession of the officer's .357-magnum service handgun, 
shooting him in the head. The 41-year-old suspect escaped 
on foot but surrendered to authorities the following morning. 
The victim officer, with over 8 years of law enforcement 
experience, succumbed to his wound 2 hours later at a local 
hospital. 


California 


Two Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation (FBI) were shot and killed at the FBI's El Centro, 
California, Resident Agency while attempting to disarm a 
male subject, aged 30. Having made an appointment with one 
' of the Agents, the subject apparently entered the building 
with a shotgun concealed in a garment bag. He confronted 
one of the Agents with the weapon when the door was opened. 

A struggle for the weapon ensued, and the subject produced a 
second firearm from his waistband. The subject fired the 
-38-caliber handgun, fatally wounding the 44-year-old, 12- 

year veteran Agent in the chest. A second Agent, who had 

run into the room to assist his fellow officer, fired at the 
subject striking him in the chest. However, this Agent, 34 
years old with 7 years of service, was also shot, suffering 
fatal wounds to the head and chest. The subject then committed 
suicide by shooting himself in the head. 


Georgia 


A patrolman who had less than 1 year's service 
with the Monticello, Georgia, Police Department expired from 
a gunshot wound he suffered at the scene of a domestic 
disturbance. Dispatched to investigate the report of a man 
with a gun, the 26-year-old victim arrived at the subject's 
residence just seconds before the Chief of Police and another: 
officer. When the occupant failed to answer the front door, 
the Chief and the victim officer went to the back door and 
knocked. The 86-year-old subject opened the door momentarily 
but then slammed it shut and would not communicate further 
with the policemen. Finally an attempt was made to forcibly 
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enter the dwelling, and as the door swung open, the subject 
allegedly stood in the kitchen pointing a .38-caliber handgun 
‘at the officers. Gunfire suddenly erupted from inside the 
hhouse, and during a brief exchange, the patrolman was fatally 
wounded in the chest. Reportedly observing the subject 
‘still aiming the weapon at him while moving toward the front 
room of the house, the Chief again requested the man to drop 
his gun and come out. Instead the male started to close an 
inner door, at which time the Chief fired through the door, 
hitting the subject in the forehead. Although wounded the - 
male still refused to exit his house and tear gas was employed. 
Subsequently officers entered the residence and arrested the 
man who had prior arrests for firearms violations. 


- Maryland 


In July while employed as a part-time hospital 
security guard, an off-duty patrolman with the Baltimore, 
Maryland, Police Department was performing in an authorized 
capacity when he was shot. The victim died 20 days later 
from the wounds to the right arm, stomach, back, and both 
legs. Hospital personnel summoned the uniformed officer and 
two other security guards to assist in returning a psychiatric 
patient to his room in a holding area which he had left 
without permission. After a sedative was administered to 
the man, everyone proceeded to leave the man alone in his 
room, the victim being the last person out. Suddenly, 
without warning, the 34-year-old subject attacked the pa- 
trolman, grabbing his .38-caliber service weapon. A struggle 
ensued during which the officer was shot five times. at close 
range and his assailant was shot in the chest and killed. 

It is not known whether the victim shot the subject during 
their struggle or..the subject shot himself. The 47-year-old 
patrolman was an ll-year veteran. 


New Jersey 


While attempting to. stop a motor vehicle for a 
traffic violation, a 29-year-old patrolman with the Essex 
County, New Jersey, Park Police was slain. The lone officer 
radioed for a check on the license plate of a vehicle which 
was occupied by four males and was traveling the wrong way 
on a one-way street. In the next transmission from the 
officer, he stated that he had been shot. Units were dispatched 
to assist and upon arrival at the scene, it was confirmed 
that the officer had been wounded but no suspects were 
observed.in the immediate area. The victim officer, who had 


7 years of law enforcement experience, died at a local 
hospital of a chest wound inflicted by a 9-millimeter auto- 
matic handgun. A 32-year-old male suspect was subsequently 
apprehended and charged with the officer's murder. 


New York 


An off-duty officer with the New York, New York, 
Police Department was shot and killed with a .38-caliber 
handgun when pursuing a suspect in a shooting incident. 
While participating in a softball game with other officers 
and civilians at a public schoolyard, the officer observed 
three males walk onto the field and one become involved in 
‘an altercation with a civilian player. After the confron- 
tation culminated with the 19-year-old male suspect allegedly 
shooting the player in the stomach and killing him, officers 
on the scene, including the unarmed victim officer who 
identified himself, gave chase to the suspect. During the 
chase, the subject turned and fired on the officers, and one . 
policeman, a spectator at the game who was armed, returned 
fire. The subject was pursued several blocks before being 
caught in a neighborhood yard by the 30-year-old victim 
officer. However, before the suspect could be subdued, he 
began struggling with the victim who sustained a gunshot 
wound to the stomach. The officer with 9 years of law 
enforcement experience expired 3 hours later at a local 
hospital. 


A 35-year-old officer with the New York, New York, 
Police Department died after being shot in the front upper 
torso by an alleged perpetrator of two separate bank robberies. 
The 12-year veteran, on foot patrol, was pursuing the robbery ~ 
suspect and was joined by other. officers. Nearing the 36- 
year-old male, they called out to him to stop as he darted 
from a busy street into an arcade. Reportedly, the subject 
suddenly turned and fired upon the officers with a .380- 
caliber semiautomatic handgun, wounding a detective in the 
chest and felling the victim. Running onto the street 
again, he was pursued by two Con Rail officers, one of whom 
fired and wounded the subject in the foot. The man was 
attempting to hide under a truck when the officers apprehended 
him. . 


North Carolina 


A 25~year-old deputy with the Bertie County, North 
Carolina, Sheriff's Department was slain by a 23-year-old 
‘male who had escaped from jail the previous day. In searching 
for the escapee, the sheriff and several deputies had gone 
to and surrounded the residence of a relative of the suspect. 
The victim deputy went into the house, and on entering a 
small bathroom, was shot in the chest with a . 38-caliber 
handgun. Jumping out a window, the suspect fled the house 
but was apprehended early the following morning with the 
help of officers from surrounding counties and a police dog. 
He was charged with murder, tried, convicted, and subsequently 
sentenced to life imprisonment. The victim deputy had over 
4 years’ law enforcement service. 


Ohio 


In an attempt to effect an arrest, a Special Agent 
of the Cleveland, Ohio, Division of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) was slain. Six Agents arrived at a 
public housing complex to apprehend a suspect wanted for 
rape, armed robbery, and kidnapping in Chicago. Two Agents 
covered the rear of the building as four went inside. The 
Agents identified themselves at the apartment, and upon 
entering, observed the suspect going into a bedroom. The 
victim Agent, the first to reach the bedroom, was shot in 
the chest as he appeared in the doorway. — Although fired 
upon by the victim and a fellow Agent, the 21-year-old 
suspect was able to escape through a window. The 35-year- 
old victim Agent, with 8 years of law enforcement experience, 
died from the wound inflicted by the suspect's .32-caliber 
handgun. Seven days later, after having been placed on the 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, the suspect was apprehended 
by Youngstown, Ohio, police officers and FBI Agents. He was 
subsequently convicted.in Federal court for the murder of 
the Agent and was sentenced to life imprisonment. 


Texas 


A Houston, Texas, City Marshal was shot and killed 
when he and his partner stopped. a male resembling an individual 
wanted for outstanding traffic warrants. The 51-year-old 
marshal and his partner observed the male walking down the 
street, and after getting out of their police vehicle to 
question him, observed money bulging from the suspect's 
pocket. During an ensuing struggle between the male and the 


victim marshal, the marshal was shot in the abdomen with a 
-380-caliber automatic handgun. The suspect, who fled on 
foot, then engaged in a gun battle with the victim marshal's 
partner. When the partner lost sight of the suspect in the 
darkness, he radioed for help for the mortally wounded 
marshal who had 4 years of law enforcement service. A 23-. 
year-old suspect was apprehended 4 days later by Covington, 
Kentucky, police officers. Subsequent investigation revealed 
the suspect's description matched that of an individual who 
had robbed a lounge near the. scene of the officer's slaying 
shortly before the fatal incident. 


SEPTEMBER 
Alabama 


After stopping two vehicles believed to be driven 
“by suspects in a robbery, a trooper with the Alabama Department 
of Public Safety was slain. The robbery had occurred at a 
used car lot in Decatur minutes before the 36-year-old 
trooper stopped the two males, one of whom was reportedly 
driving an automobile that was stolen from the car lot 
during the robbery. As he approached the two vehicles on 
foot, the. officer ordered the male occupying the stolen 
vehicle to exit it, but the suspect partially opened the 
car's door and fired two shots with a .44-magnum handgun, 
striking the officer and knocking him to the ground. He - 
then left the automobile and shot the trooper again. The 6- 
year veteran trooper suffered fatal wounds to the chest. 
Both robbery. suspects fled the scene of the officer's slaying 
in their separate vehicles. A Madison City police officer 
subsequently engaged in a high-speed chase with the officer's 
assailant during which time the 28-year-old male subject 
wrecked the stolen vehicle. As the pursuing officer approached 
the disabled vehicle, the male fired at him, and in response, 
the officer returned fire, fatally wounding the male. A 
second robbery suspect, aged 22, was later apprehended by a | 
Madison County officer. 


California 


A corporal with the Los Angeles County, California, 
‘Harbor Patrol was investigating an unrelated incident near a 
beach area when he was attacked and killed by a 51-year-old 
male. Shouting obscenities and waving a knife, the man 
walked agitatedly in the general direction of the officer, 
who was sitting on his three-wheeled motorcycle. When the 


55-year-old corporal realized the subject was coming for. 
him, he dismounted the cycle in order to confront the man. 
While attempting to ward off the unprovoked attack, the 16- 
year veteran was stabbed in the neck with a 4-inch knife. 
Although seriously injured, the corporal managed to fire his 
weapon and wound the subject who then stabbed the officer in 
the abdomen, stole his .38-caliber handgun, and fled to a 
picnic area. Two responding deputies observed the male and 
gave chase. However, as the officers neared the subject, he 
lunged at one of them with the knife and was fired upon, but 
not injured. As he ran up a hill, disobeying repeated 
commands to stop which the officers shouted at him, the 
suspect turned, and while still brandishing the knife in one 
hand, aimed the gun at officers with the other. They fired, 
fatally wounding the subject, who had a prior mental history, 
as well as a previous arrest for assaulting a law enforcement 
officer. 


After attempting to stop a vehicle for a traffic 
violation, a 23-year-old officer with the Los Angeles, 
California, Police Department was slain. Following a brief 
pursuit by the officer, the suspect failed to negotiate a 
turn and his vehicle struck a building. As the driver 
alighted from the reportedly stolen vehicle, he allegedly 
fired at the officer with a 9-millimeter semiautomatic 
handgun and then fled on foot. The officer, who was able to 
return fire, suffered a wound to the chest which resulted in 
his death the following morning. During a search of the 
area shortly after the incident transpired, a 23-year-old 
male, also suspected of armed robbery, was discovered hiding 
in a garage and arrested. The victim officer had over 1 
year of law enforcement experience. pte 


Mississippi 


_ While assisting a deputy with the Alcorn County, 
Mississippi, Sheriff's Department respond to a possible kid-. 
naping incident, a 25-year-old agent with the Mississippi — 
Bureau of Narcotics was slain. When the two arrived ata 
local gas station, they were met by the. attendant who. had 
telephoned the complaint to the Sheriff's Department. The 
attendant related that the male in the automobile parked in 
front of the station had arrived with a female driver. 

After requesting that the restroom door be unlocked, the 
female reportedly told the attendant that the elderly man in 
the vehicle had forced her to drive the car at gunpoint and 
had threatened to kill her several times. She also asked 


- the attendant to call the police. Following their conver- 
sation with the attendant, the two officers left their 
‘police car and approached the vehicle occupied by the suspect. 
When the deputy, who identified himself as a police officer, 
asked the suspect to exit the vehicle, he refused and was 
observed to be armed with a handgun. In an attempt to 
disarm the suspect, the victim agent entered the car through 
the driver's door, and a brief struggle ensued. During the 
struggle, the agent was shot twice in the chest with a .25- 
caliber handgun. The deputy apprehended the 75-year-old 
suspect and called for assistance. The agent with 4 years 
of law enforcement experience was transported to:a local 
hospital and pronounced dead. 


New York 


- After making a traffic stop, a 39-year-old officer 
with the New York, New York, Police Department was slain. 
While on patrol, the 16-year veteran officer and his partner 
stopped a vehicle, obtained the driver's credentials, 
returned to their vehicle, and transmitted a request for a 
vehicle check. At this point, the driver fled the scene but 
apparently lost control of his vehicle and collided with a 
concrete retaining wall. The officers, who had pursued the 
vehicle, parked the police cruiser behind the wrecked automobile, 
and as they alighted and began approaching the suspect, were 
both immediately fired upon with a .38-caliber handgun. One 
round struck the victim officer in the back, exiting the 
groin area and fatally wounding him; another round struck 
the partner in the chest area, seriously wounding him. 
Before falling, both officers returned fire. The suspect 
was wounded once in the rib area, but was able to escape 
using the officers' vehicle. Within the hour, a 52-year-old 
suspect was apprehended. 


ae Trying to apprehend an armed male, an off-duty | 
officer on detective assignment with the New York, New York, 

Police Department was shot to death. The 39-year-old policeman, 

after finishing his shift, went to visit the owner of a 

liquor store, a longtime acquaintance. At the establishment, 

a male appeared and knocked persistently on the glass door 

in spite of gestures by the owner that the business was 

closed. Offering his assistance, the officer opened the 

door and spoke to the man, who then walked away. As the 

detective stepped outside to view the subject, he was fired 

upon with a .25-caliber handgun and he took cover. When he 

again peered out, the unknown assailant was not in view. 


The victim began walking in the direction where he had 

observed the male, when suddenly the man appeared from a 
doorway and opened fire. Wounded in the right chest, shoulder, 
and leg, the officer returned gunfire and took cover behind 

a car where he collapsed. The offender, who stole the 
officer's .38-caliber service weapon, badge, and identifi- 
cation, is still unidentified. The 10-year veteran was 
pronounced dead at a local hospital shortly after the shooting. 


Oklahoma 


A corporal with the Will Rogers World Airport 
Police, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, was shot and killed when 
dispatched to investigate a disturbance call. The 50-year- 
old officer and his partner encountered a female who was 
reportedly throwing clothes onto a public roadway. When a 
struggle ensued between the officers and the woman, the 30- 
year-old suspect allegedly obtained the partner's .38- 
caliber service weapon. The partner was shot and wounded in 
the leg and the 7-year veteran officer received fatal wounds 
to the chest. The suspect left the scene in the officers’ 
vehicle but was apprehended several miles from the scene of 
the shootings by Oklahoma City Police Department officers. 


OCTOBER 


California 


A detective with the Sacramento County, California, 
Sheriff's Department was fatally shot while maintaining a 
surveillance at a duplex residence. While investigating a 
complaint of harassment and obscene telephone calls at the 
residence, the officer was advised by the occupant complainant 
that the caller would be coming to the house. The 3l-year- 

old detective awaited the subject, and upon identifying 
himself, confronted the male. A struggle ensued during 
which a 22-year-old suspect allegedly obtained the detective's 
9-millimeter service weapon and shot the 9-year veteran in 
the chest. The subject fled the duplex, but was later 
apprehended. 


Kentucky 


Upon responding to a burglary-in-progress call, a 
patrolman with the Maysville, Kentucky, Police Department 
was slain at the scene. The 22-year-old officer, who had 
over 1 year of law enforcement service, was shot twice in 


the chest and once in the abdomen with a 9-millimeter handgun. 
Investigation led to the arrest of a 25-year-old male who 
was indicted in connection with the officer's death. 


Michigan 


While investigating a man-with-gun complaint, the 
Sheriff of Presque Isle County, Michigan, was shot and 
killed by a 54-year-old man. The subject, who was known to 
have had prior mental disorders, had fired at a motorist 
passing by his rural residence. The driver, attempting to 
elude the man, lost control of his truck which went into the 
ditch, and then walked to a neighboring house and reported 
the incident. The sheriff and a deputy, arriving in separate. 
cars, interviewed the motorist while another male looking 
through binoculars at the subject's house reported he could 
see the subject standing in the front yard with a weapon. 
The officers then departed in their cars to question the 
man. As they approached with the sheriff in the first car, 
the officers observed the subject standing near the mailbox 
leveling a rifle at them. When out of his unit, the sheriff 
requested that the subject surrender the gun. Instead, the 
man fired the .300-caliber rifle, hitting the 47-year-old 
victim, who had over 3 years of law enforcement experience, 
in the chest. In the ensuing exchange of gunfire, the 
deputy shot and killed the subject, who was under the influence 
of alcohol. 


New Jersey 


A 46-year-old detective with the Essex County, 
New Jersey, Sheriff's Department was shot and killed in an 
attempt to thwart an armed robbery. While in a local store 
during his off-duty hours, the officer apparently realized a 
robbery was occurring and reached for his service weapon. 
Suddenly; the detective, with over-7-years of service, was 
fatally shot in the head with a .38-caliber handgun. Two 
28-year-old subjects have been arrested in connection with 
the incident. 


New Mexico 


Upon stopping two hitchhikers in an isolated area, 
a deputy with the Lincoln County, New Mexico, Sheriff's 
Department was killed. The 30-year-old deputy radioed he 
was stopping the hitchhikers, and as one was armed, requested 
assistance. After obtaining identification from one of the 


subjects, the deputy was apparently returning to his patrol 
unit when he was shot several times in the hand, abdomen, 
chest, and head. When the first backup unit arrived at the 
scene, they found the deputy lying face down by his patrol — 
‘car. The car's motor was running and its radio's microphone 
hanging out the driver's-door. On the following. day one 
suspect, aged 16, surrendered to the Socorro County Sheriff's 
Office. A second suspect, 40 years of age, was apprehended 
‘several days later in Corona, New Mexico. The deputy, with 
approximately 2 years of law enforcement service, was shot 
with a handgun, possibly a .357-magnum. 


Puerto Rico 


An officer with the Police of Puerto Rico was 
slain while pursuing a 32-year-old male. The policeman and 
his partner, on vehicular patrol in the early morning hours, 
had obtained the registration papers for a car containing 
three individuals. As the identification was being examined, 
the occupants of the auto fled on foot. Giving chase, the 
officers became separated when members of the trio split up. 
Following one of the males, who allegedly turned and fired 
a .38-caliber handgun, the victim sustained fatal wounds to 
the chest and lower back. The 33-year-old officer, with 
just over 1 year of law enforcement experience, returned 
fire but apparently did not injure his assailant. A male 
suspect was apprehended near the scene and charged with > 
first-degree murder. 


NOVEMBER 


Alabama 


While stopping a male matching a bank robber's 

~ description recently broadcastéd over his patrol car's ~~ 
radio, a sergeant with the Birmingham, Alabama, Police 
Department was shot and killed. The officer, maneuvering 
his vehicle to the curb and rolling down the passenger 
window, summoned the male. Carrying a paper bag, the 37- 
year-old man allegedly approached the passenger side of the 
auto, reached into the bag, produced a .38-caliber handgun, 
and shot the 46-year-old officer. The patrol car containing 
the fatally wounded sergeant then moved forward, striking a 
utility pole, and the subject fled on foot. Several blocks 
away, he was pursued by officers but ignored their commands 
to halt. Still running, he reportedly turned and fired upon 
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J 


the policemen and was injured by their return fire. He was 
arrested and subsequently charged with first-degree murder, 
robbery, and assaulting officers with a deadly weapon. The 
victim sergeant, a 20-year veteran, died shortly after the 
incident as a result of multiple gunshot wounds to the 
chest. 
Arizona 

A 46-year-old agent with the Arizona Department of 
Public Safety was shot and killed while attempting an under- 
cover narcotics buy at a Tucson airport. The 22-year veteran 
officer was shot once in the chest with a .32-caliber handgun 
and died shortly afterwards at a local hospital. One suspect, 
a 27-year-old male, was arrested and subsequently charged 
with first-degree murder in connection with the agent's 
death. 


Indiana 


Approaching the side door of a residence at which 
he had arrived in response to a report of gunfire, a patrolman 
with the Indianapolis, Indiana, Police Department was slain. 
The 29-year-old patrolman and three other officers, all in 
one-officer units, reached the scene of the reported disturbance 
simultaneously. The victim, followed by a second policeman, 
walked to the side entrance of the house and was shot suddenly 
in the chest at close range with a 12-gauge shotgun, and his 
partner was struck in the abdomen. The remaining two officers, 
who had stationed themselves at the front sidewalk to the 
dwelling were also shot, one in the head and the other in 
the right side. Following the shootings, a SWAT team was 
ordered in, and when the subject refused to come out, they 
employed tear gas and assaulted the house. The 48-year-old 
male, who was, suffering from a self-inflicted gunshot wound 
to the abdomen, was apprehended. inside the home. Along mas 
with. the subject, officers found the bodies of the subject's 
former wife, father-in-law, and the family dog. The male 
had also allegedly shot and wounded his former mother-in- 
law, who was transported to a hospital for treatment of her 
injuries. : : 


A 29-year-old trooper with the Kentucky State 
Police was slain when stopping a vehicle possibly utilized 
in an armed robbery earlier the same day. After radioing 
his intentions to stop the vehicle, the trooper exited his 
patrol vehicle. While standing at the door of the subject's 
automobile and utilizing a flashlight to check the car's 
interior, the victim trooper with over 7 years of law en- 
forcement experience was fatally shot in the head with a 
.357-magnum derringer. After falling onto the roadway, the 
trooper was reportedly shot a second time in the head at 
‘close range. The subject fled in his vehicle which he 
abandoned a couple of miles from the scene. A man from a 
nearby mobile home, who saw the police cruiser's flashing 
lights and observed the trooper fall, ran to give assistance. 
When the man realized the extent of the trooper's injuries, 
he went to the trooper's car and used his police radio to 
call for help. A massive manhunt was conducted to apprehend 
the subject, and one month later he was shot and killed. 
after resisting arrest when he was located at a motel in 
Illinois. 


New Mexico 


After making a traffic stop, a 31-year-old patrolman 
with the New Mexico State Police was shot and killed. 
Apparently, the victim, who had 4 years of law enforcement 
experience, stopped a speeding vehicle and was waiting for 
the results of a vehicle check when he was disarmed by the 
34-year-old traffic law violator. Witnesses report observing 
the subject with a gun aimed at the officer and seeing the 
officer produce a second weapon. An exchange of gunfire 
ensued during which both the officer and the subject were 
killed. The patrolman died from a head wound inflicted with 
a .38-caliber handgun. 


New York 


Upon attempting to serve an eviction notice at an 
apartment building, an 18-year veteran police officer with 
the Westchester County, New York, Department of Public 
Safety was slain. The 50-year-old officer was shot several 
times with a .45-caliber semiautomatic handgun, suffering 
fatal wounds to the chest and abdomen. One suspect, a 41- 
year-old male, was arrested at the scene and charged with 


the officer's murder. 


Virginia 
After stopping a vehicle for a traffic violation, 

a 23-year-old patrolman with the Richmond, Virginia, Bureau 

of Police was slain. Unbeknown to the victim officer, who 

had nearly 2 years of service, the occupants of the vehicle 

he stopped were suspects in a robbery that had occurred 

‘minutes before at a nearby convenience store. Investigation 

indicates that, after transmitting his intention to stop the 

vehicle to the police dispatcher, the victim patrolman 

exited his vehicle and was shot in the head with a .38- 

caliber handgun. He was found lying near his vehicle by a 

backup unit and was transported to a local hospital where he 

was pronounced dead. Four suspects were subsequently arrested 

in connection with the incident. One, a 23-year-old male, 

is alleged to have been the officer's assailant. 


West Virginia 


An off-duty trooper, who had 3 years' experience 
with the West Virginia State Police, was slain during an 
escape by prisoners from the State Penitentiary in Moundsville. 
Fifteen inmates overpowered two guards at the entrance of 
the penitentiary and took both as hostages. Once outside 
the walls of the prison, the escapees shoved a guard in 
front of a passing vehicle, forcing the automobile to stop. 
When the driver of the vehicle, the 23-year-old victim 
trooper, .slammed on the brakes of his car to avoid hitting 
the guard, the escapees surrounded the vehicle and grabbed 
the trooper trying to remove him from his privately owned 
vehicle. Encountering difficulty, one of the inmates allegedly 
shot the trooper in the chest witha .32-caliber handgun. " 
As the trooper fell to the street, an escapee pulled the 
trooper's wife, who was accompanying her husband, from the 
car, and a number of inmates entered the vehicle with the 
remainder fleeing on foot. At this point, the trooper, 
although wounded, was ablé to fire with his weapon and a gun ~~ 
battle erupted between him and an escapee. During the 
exchange of gunfire, two of the escapees were wounded, but 
the inmates successfully fled the scene. The victim trooper 
succumbed to his wound within several hours. His stolen 
vehicle was recovered the following morning in Pennsylvania, 
and one of the escapees was found dead in the rear seat, 
apparently having been mortally wounded by the trooper. 
Subsequently, 13 of the escapees wer@ apprehended and charged. 
The remaining subject, reportedly the one who shot the 
trooper, has been added to the FBI's "Ten Most, Wanted Fugitives" 
list for the murder of the trooper and a previous conviction 
for the killing of another policeman. 


DECEMBER 


California 


While working in an undercover capacity, an officer 
with the Whittier, California, Police Department was shot 

and killed with a .38-caliber handgun. Prior to the officer's 
slaying, arrangements had allegedly been made with two 
members of a motorcycle gang to negotiate a buy for a stolen 
motorcycle. When the true owner of the stolen vehicle and 

the victim arrived in a pickup truck at the prearranged 
location for the buy, the owner exited the vehicle, entered 

a bar, and returned with two males. Surveillance officers 

at the scene identified themselves and ordered the two 

suspects to halt. A gun battle ensued, resulting in the 3l- 
year-old victim officer being shot in the head, abdomen and 
thigh; a 27-year-old suspect also being fatally shot; and a 
28-year-old suspect being wounded and apprehended. The 

victim officer, with over 10 years of law enforcement experience, 
died of his wounds at a local hospital. 


Florida 


Upon investigating a ranch worker's complaint of 
hearing gunshots and seeing three persons flee from the area 
in a car, a corporal with the Collier County, Florida, 
Sheriff's Office was slain. The officer, a 6-year veteran, 
and a sergeant had driven out to the ranch and found the 
suspects' vehicle abandoned on the roadside adjacent toa 
pasture. Parking their patrol unit, the officers walked 
through the cow pens and sighted the suspects near a barn. 
Two of the males were located, and while his partner guarded 
them, the victim departed to search for the remaining individual. 
Suddenly gunfire erupted and the 40-year-old corporal fell 
dead from a gunshot wound to the head. The sergeant, observing 
the barrel of a .35-caliber rifle protruding from an irrigation 
ditch about 60 yards away, fired toward the area before 
returning to his patrol car to call for assistance. On the 
way to his car, the officer reportedly saw a male with a 
weapon running across the pasture. After radioing for a 
backup unit, he drove the patrol car into the pasture in 
pursuit of the 26-year-old suspect, whom he subsequently 
apprehended. 


Guam 


Two reserve officers, a 31-year-old male and a 29- 
year-old female, with the Territory of Guam's Department of 
Public Safety were slain on investigating a suspicious 

vehicle parked in front of a supermarket in the early morning 
hours. Investigation revealed the two officers surprised 
their assailant during the commission of a burglary and were 
both shot with a 9-millimeter handgun. One suspect, a 17- 
year-old male, has been arrested and charged with the officers' 
murder. 


New Jersey 


During an attempted robbery at a fast food restau- 
rant, a 44-year-old patrolman with the Hillside, New Jersey, 
Police Department was shot and killed. While the officer, 
who was in uniform, was seated at a table in the restaurant, 
two males entered the establishment. As one suspect went to 
the counter with a gun in his hand, the second suspect 
approached the officer, placed a gun at his neck, and reached 
down and took his service weapon. Allegedly, the suspect 
then Lowered his .38-caliber handgun and shot the officer in 
the abdomen. Being unsuccessful in robbing the establishment, 
the two suspects fled the scene in a vehicle occupied by two 
other males. Approximately 3 hours later, authorities were 
advised that the officer with 22 years of law enforcement 
experience had expired at the hospital. One month later 
three males were arrested by the Hillside Police Department 
in connection: with the incident. Two days following their 
apprehension, the fourth suspect, reportedly the male who 
shot the officer, was arrested by the FBI in Florida. 


Oregon 


An attempt to serve a narcotics search warrant 


resulted in the shooting death of a Portland, Oregon, Police ~~ 
Bureau officer. The victim and several other officers had 
gone to a residence, which served as the clubhouse for a 
motorcycle gang, to serve the warrant. After announcing 
their presence and advising they had a warrant, the officers 
broke the dwelling's front door open and were immediately 
met with gunfire from the subjects inside. During the 
shooting, the victim officer, a 27-year-old with 3 years of 
law enforcement service, was wounded in the head with a 16- 
gauge shotgun. He succumbed from the wound approximately 2 
weeks Later. One male suspect, aged 29, was arrested at the 
scene. 


A 31-year-old deputy with the Lake County, Oregon, 
Sheriff's Department was shot and killed while transporting 
a male who had allegedly caused a disturbance at a high 
school dance. According to witnesses, the deputy responded 
to the school's gymnasium from which the disturbance had 
been reported and took a 20-year-old male suspect into 
custody. The victim deputy's body was later found on a 
roadway; he had been shot approximately 15 times with two 
separate .22-caliber handguns. The suspect the 6-year 
veteran officer had been transporting at the time of the 
incident was arrested and subsequently indicted for murder. 


Puerto Rico 


Upon responding to a robbery-in-progress call at 
a Santurce local bar, a 23-year-old patrolman with the 
Police of Puerto Rico was slain and his partner injured. As 
the two officers, walked toward the bar, they apparently 
encountered three robbers exiting the establishment. The 
robbers immediately opened fire on the officers, fatally 
shooting the victim patrolman in the chest and stomach with 
.45-caliber and .38-caliber handguns and wounding his partner. 
Three male suspects, ages 19, 26, and 27, have been arrested 
and charged in connection with the incident. 


While attempting to thwart a robbery, an off-duty 
Police of Puerto Rico patrolman was shot and killed. The 
50-year-old, 17-year veteran officer had gone to his wife's 
office building where he apparently observed three males 
attempting to rob a lottery ticket vendor. Upon drawing his 
weapon and announcing his identity, the patrolman was shot 
three: times with a .45<caliber handgun, suffering fatal 
wounds to the chest. Although fatally injured, the officer 
was able to return fire, wounding one male. Three suspects, 
males aged 27, 20, and 18, were apprehended and charged with 
the officer's murder. 
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